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Lunesdale  Rural  District  Council, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Lunesdale  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  my  Fifth  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  your  District.  Owing  to 
the  circumstances  obtaining  at  present,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  my  remarks  will  refer  only  to  events  that 
have  taken  place  during  the  past  year. 

For  the  purpose  of  estimating  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  I  have 
taken  the  population  at  6,883,  according  to  the  Census  of  1911. 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  registered  within  the  District  was  105,  one  trans¬ 
ferable  birth  bringing  the  number  to  106  ;  57  males,  49  females,  a 
decrease  of  30  from  the  year  1914. 

The  rate  per  i,oco  =  1 5*4.  1915* 

,»  „  =?  18-3.  1914. 
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The  number  registered  in  the  Sub- Districts,  and  a  comparison 
with  the  previous  year  is  as  follows  : — 


1915. 

1914. 

Caton  . 

•  51 

••  58 

Wray  . 

.  ...  24 

28 

Arkholme  . 

21 

33 

Tunstal . 

.  ...  9 

7 

,  DEATHS. 

Eighty-seven  Deaths  were  registered  in  the  District  during  the 
past  year/ 55  males,  32  females,  giving  a  rate  per  1,000  of  12.  To 
these  must  be  added  nine  deaths  of  residents  occurring  outside  the 
area,  four  males,  five  females,  bringing  the  total  number  of  deaths 
to  96  ;  rate  per  1,000  =  13. 

1915. 

Caton  .  28 

Wray  .  28 

Arkholme  .  22 

Tunstal .  9 

The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  :  — 

Year.  Under  1  Year.  1  to  5.  5  to  15.  15  to  25*  25  to  65.  Over  65. 

1915  ...  11  ...  4  ...  2  ...  4  ...  29  ...  46 

1914  ...  6  ...  2  ...  1  ...  4  ...  38  ...  32 

* 

These  figures  call  for  no  special  comment  when  the  ages  are 
duly  considered. 


1914. 

32 

28 

19 

4 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  was  n,  an  increase  of  5 
from  1914,  and  giving  a  rate  per  1,000  registered  births  ‘104.  The 
causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — Three  whooping  cough,  one 
pneumonia,  one  gastritis,  one  syphilis,  one  overlaying,  two  congenital 
malformation,  one  premature  birth,  one  marasmus. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  services  of  a  Health  Visitor  would  help 
to  decrease  the  deaths  under  the  heading  of  whooping  cough, 
pneumonia,  and  gastritis,  as  inattention  during  the  primary  on-set  of 
these  ailments  tends  frequently  to  a  fatal  termination,  when  a  little 
sensible  advice  would  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  inexperienced 
mothers. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Thirteen  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  in  the  District,  a 
decrease  of  three  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  cases 
were  as  follows  : — Six  scarlet  fever,  one  enteric,  four  diphtheria,  one 
erysipelas,  one  cerebro  spinal  meningitis. 

« 

Five  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  Hornby,  and  with  the 
exception  of  one,  were  of  a  mild  type.  The  source  of  infection  in 
three  cases  was  introduced  by  a  convalescent  patient  a  child  of  four 
years,  who  came  to  stay  with  friends  in  the  village.  In  the  other  two 
cases  the  source  of  infection  could  not  be  traced. 

The  enteric  case  was  of  a  very  severe  type  and  was  contracted, 
as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  outside  the  District. 

1'he  four  cases  of  diptheria  occurred  amongst  the  feeble-minded 
children  residing  at  the  Workhouse.  The  origin  of  the  outbreak  was 
traced  to  a  defective  sewage  system,  which  owing  to  the  increase  in 
numbers,  proved  insufficient.  The  privy  accommodation  is  still 
inadequate,  one  privy  being  only  available  for  the  children.  I  would 
therefore  urge  that  the  sewage  scheme  now  in  hand,  be  pressed 
forward,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  great  urgency. 


6 


The  case  of  cerebro  spinal  meningitis  occurred  in  a  man  of 
forty-nine  years  of  age  and  terminated  fatally  in  twenty-four  hours. 
Energetic  measures  were  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
No  history  of  the  source  of  infection  could  be  ascertained. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

There  were  ten  cases  of  infectious  disease  admitted  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  six  scarlet  fever,  four  diphtheria.  With  the 
exception  of  the  case  of  cerebro  spinal  meningitis  there  were  no  deaths 
from  Zymotic  disease  throughout  the  District. 

A  new  Order  from  the  Local  Government  Board  makes  the 
Notification  of  Measles  compulsory.  The  regulation  being  that  only 
the  first  case  in  a  household  shall  be  notified,  when  proper  steps  can 
be  taken  to  limit  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Another  Order  makes  the  Notification  of  Births  obligatory  by 
doctors  and  mid  wives  who  may  attend  the  cases. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  tuberculosis  as  compared  with- five 
in  the  previous  year.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  the  District  is 
particularly  free  from  tuberculosis,  most  of  the  cases  coming  into  the 
place  for  the  sake  of  the  healthy  surroundings. 


MALIGNANT  DISEASE. 

There  were  seven  deaths  from  cancer,  two  less  than  in  1914.  Of 
these,  three  cases  occurred  over  the  age  of  seventy. 
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GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  sewage  disposal  and  water  supply  have  on  the  whole,  given 
general  satisfaction,  but  the  scheme  that  was  under  consideration  for 
Over  KelleLand  also  some  minor  defectsMt  Arkholme,  owing'[to  the 
war,  is  still  in  abeyance.  There  was  also  a  slight  shortage  of  the 
water  supply  at  Melling  and  amongst  the  Fell  |farms  during  the 
prolonged  drought  last  autumn. 

The  inspection  of  cowsheds,  dairies,  slaughter-houses  and 
factories,  has  been  very  efficiently  carried  out  by  the  Deputy  Sanitary 
Inspector,  acting  for  Mr.  Ellis  who  has  volunteered  for  the  front. 

s 

I  am, 

Faithfully  yours, 

BERKELEY  J.  ACHESON, 


February  23 rd,  1916. 


«* 


